
The Master’s Garden 

Allegorical Symbolism Explained 

 

Allegories and metaphors are wonderful ways to understand deeper things. However, there is a 

danger in all word pictures that the ideas portrayed will be misconstrued. The last thing I want to 

do is for your imagination to run amok and beyond biblical truths. That’s why I’ve assembled this 

material for you. I believe this information will minimize any misinterpretations about God and 

abiding in Christ. 

 Please note that all analogies break down at some point. No metaphor or word picture can 

ever give a complete depiction of our wonderful unfathomable God. That is not to say we cannot 

know Him. The Lord Himself gave us many word pictures in the Bible so that we can better 

understand Him. 

 

Explanation of Symbols 

Master Gardener/Gardener/Keeper = God the Father 

The Vine = Christ 

Living Water = Holy Spirit 

Perfect Garden = heaven 

Enemy of the Master Gardener = Satan 

Spiritual nutrients = truths from God’s Word 

Wild plants not under Master Gardener’s care = unsaved people who are unable to live in a 

way that is pleasing to God 

Placed into the Master Gardener’s care = salvation 

Plants belonging to the Master Gardener = saved people who are capable of living in a God-

pleasing way if they do so through the Vine 

Old way of growing/wildness = sinful nature 

Decontaminated/Purified = cleansed from sin; saved 

New way of growing = living a godly life empowered by the Holy Spirit 

Growing from the Vine=living in Christ/abiding in Christ 

Sucker growth = sin; living in a way not consistent with Christ 

Pruning = eliminating any sinful tendency 

First two plants = Adam and Eve 

Growing into forbidden territory = eating of the forbidden tree in the Garden of Eden 

 

Other Important Information 

➢ The term fruit in this allegory has been expanded to include any seed-bearing structure—like 

apples and tomatoes, flowers, and the fulfillment of the Master Gardener’s purpose. Basically, 

bearing fruit for God is anything that pleases Him and brings Him glory. 

 



➢ A vine is not just the visible part of the plant. It includes all of its roots. The Vine in our allegory 

is referring to the Rootstock, Christ, onto which a believer is grafted. 

 

➢ Grafting is a technique used by gardeners to make a unique plant from two separate ones. For 

successful grafting to take place, the vascular cambium tissues (like the blood circulatory 

system of animals) of both plants must be placed in contact with each other. As the tissues 

grow, a bridge is formed that allows the circulatory systems of both to be joined together. This 

creates a functioning plant composed of two genetically different parts.  
 The better the connection between the two plants, the better the flow of water and nutrients, 

and the better the growth of the plant. 
 

➢ Suckers: In the plant world there are two types of unwanted growth: suckers and water sprouts. 

Sucker growth typically refers to any growth originating from the rootstock of a grafted plant; 

whereas a water sprout originates from a branch. Both suck away the plant’s energy and should 

be pruned out.  

 In this allegory, I have taken the liberty to use the term “sucker” as any growth that is 

growing apart from the rootstock.  

 Water sprouts are produced from dormant buds, stimulated by some form of stress that the 

plant has been undergoing. 

 


